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The Santa Barbara Public Library System is proud to have Paul Dinkel present stories 
and photos of his sailing trip of a lifetime on Wednesday, April 17 at 4:00 PM. The 
Montecito Library is located at 1469 East Valley Road in Montecito. 
 
In January 2007 Dinkel and his wife, Ellen Herman, along with three other 
passenger/crewmembers, boarded the S/V Seal in Puerto Williams, near the southern 
tip of Chile. The Seal is a 57-foot sailboat captained by Hamish and Kate Laird. During 
the next ten days, the Seal rounded Cape Horn in 50-knot gusts of wind and cruised 
many of the fjords in the Beagle Channel. This presentation is the story of their trip.  

Puerto Williams, a small community located on the Beagle Channel in Chile, is the 
southernmost town on earth that is occupied year round. It is less than 100 miles 
northwest of Cape Horn, the southernmost of an archipelago of eight islands. It directly 
faces the South Atlantic Ocean. 

Paul and Ellen cruised on their own 54’ ketch for several years between Maine and 
Venezuela, with side trips sailing the Red Sea, Santa Barbara to Hawaii, Hawaii to 
British Columbia and chartering in the Adriatic and Mediterranean. Both hold a USCG 
100 Ton Masters License. 

For more information about this presentation, contact Jody Thomas at the Montecito 
Library, 805-969-5063. For information about other Santa Barbara Public Library 
System programs and services, visit the library system web site at SBPLibrary.org. All 
Library programs are FREE and open to the public. 

Contact: Jody Thomas, Supervisor, Montecito Library 
Address: 1469 East Valley Road, Santa Barbara, CA 93108 
Phone: 805.969.5063 
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